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Puritanism Review  
 

1. Briefly, explain why the Puritans came to America. 
 

2. When did the first group of Puritans come to America? 
 

3. What force motivated all aspects of Puritan life? 
 

4. What became of members of Puritan society who disagreed with their beliefs? 
 

5. What is predestination/predetermination? 
 

6. What was one way to tell that one was “obviously blessed by God”? 
 

7. Who were the political leaders in Puritan society? 
 

8. Briefly, explain the influence of the Devil on Puritan society. 
 

9. What three forms of entertainment were banned?  Why? 
 

10. What forms of entertainment were acceptable? 
 

 
 
“The Minister’s Black Veil”: 

11. What kind of story does Hawthorne call “The Minister’s Black Veil”?  Define your answer. 

12. How does Mr. Hooper respond when the parishioners first react to his veil?  

13. While Mr. Hooper delivers his sermon on concealed sin, how do the parishioners act?  What 
are they thinking? 

14. Why does Mr. Hooper rush out of the wedding ceremony?  

15. The sight of his reflection in a mirror disturbs him 

16. Why does Elizabeth feels she has a right to know why Mr. Hooper wears the veil? 

17. What is "the one desirable effect" of the black veil?  

18. Why might Mr. Hooper, on his deathbed, claim that everyone wears a black veil? 

19. On his death-bed, what does Hooper claim to see? 

20. On his deathbed, does Mr. Hooper wish the veil to be removed? Why/why not? 

21. What did the black veil most likely represent?  Explain your answer. 



22. What did the congregation of the church do when they saw Mr. Hooper walk into the chapel 
with the black veil over his face? 

23. What was the veil's effect on Mr. Hooper's personal life? 

24. What was the meaning of Mr. Hooper saying "There is a time when we shall all cast aside our 
veils?" 

“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” 
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